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January 2009 General Fund Update: �
� �
Revenue� $11,145.49*�
Expenses� $13,364.20*�
Over/(Short)� ($2,218.71)�

� �

Monthly Revenue needed� �

to maintain 08-09 Budget:� $17,042.90�

� �

* Does not include Arts Fair Income or Sale of Hous e�
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Mark:  February 2009 “Book of the Month” 

 
Helpful Information About Mark 
 

Mark is one of the books identified as the Gospels.  “Gospel” is an English translation of a Greek word 
that means “good news.”  The gospels are not biographies of the life of Jesus.  Rather they are wit-
nesses to God’s good news as seen in the life, teachings, passion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Mark is the shortest of the four gospels, and is often cited as an original source for the writers of Matthew 
and Luke and their gospels.  For this reason, these three books are often referred to as the Synoptic 
Gospels. 

This Gospel begins not with the beginning of Jesus’ life, but with the life of John the Baptist, and his 
preparation for the coming of Jesus. 

 
Famous Stories in Matthew 

The Baptism of Jesus – Mark 1:9 – 11  
Jesus Calls Fisherman – Mark 1:14 – 20  

The Parable of the Sower – Mark 4:1 – 20 
A Woman Healed by Touching Jesus’ Robe – Mark 5:21 – 34 

Jesus Feeds 4,000 – Mark 8:1 – 10 
The Greatest Commandment – Mark 12:28 – 34  
Jesus is Anointed at Bethany – Mark 14:1 – 11 
Women at the Tomb of Jesus – Mark 16:1 – 8 

 
Things to Think About When Reading Mark 

Why would some scholars call this gospel a “passion narrative with an extended introduction”? 
 
Why does Jesus continually ask his Disciples to keep the secret of who he is?  

 
Why do scholars think that Mark has additional endings that were added at a later date? 

 
Why is the fig tree often considered a symbol for the Temple? 

 
Learning about the Faith in Mark (for children)1 
Turn to the Gospel of Mark and see if you can answer these questions. 
 

What kind of men does Jesus “recruit” to be his Disciples? 
 
What happens to Jesus when he visits his home town? 

 
What does Jesus say is the Greatest Commandment? 

 
Why do we call the meal we have each Sunday the Last Supper? 
 
1 Answers available in the Church Office. 
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